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YOU BE THE JUDGE 


By Kaye Dethridge and Irene Shuler 


Sugiya & Co. Contractor for Salmon Packers, Use only in Ship. There are six de- 
nominations of these tokens: 24%, 5, 10 and 25¢, and $1 and $5. Although these 
tokens have been thought to be associated with Alaska, so far no one has been able 
to confirm that. I always believed it had an Alaska connection and still think so. 
Please give yourself and us the benefit of the doubt. My introduction to these to- 
kens was through Charles Kappen. I knew that salmon contractors were associated 
with the salmon canning in Alaska, no problem. I just did not know how important 
the labor contractors were to the Alaska canned salmon industry until Irene and I 
did some research. The contractors were in operation from the start of salmon can- 
ning in Alaska in the late 1800s until two union leaders were murdered in Decem- 
ber 1936 by the nephew of a labor contractor. Union activities with the cannery 
workers had been picking up for some time, and that violent act brought the work- 
ers together under the union, and the contractor era was ended. The contractors 
were primarily Chinese and hired mostly Chinese but Japanese, Filipino and other 
ethnic groups were brought in also. 


In The Silver Years of the Alaska Canned Salmon Industry by Laurence Freeburn, 
page 63, from the Pacific Fisherman Year Book of 1914, we find that the fish 
canning companies operating in Alaska in 1914 were 64, with 87 canneries. Bro- 
ken down to location that is 12 in Western Alaska, 8 in Central Alaska, and 44 in 
Southeast Alaska. This gives an idea of the magnitude of the labor required for 
making the pack each 
year. 


A copy of one con- 
tract between a con- 
tractor and a canner 
was obtained from 
Wing Luke Museum 
of the Asian Pacific 
American Experi- 
ence, 719 South King 
Street, Seattle, WA 
98104-3035. This is a 
seven-page document 
and was between Wo 
Chung Company and 
the Copper River 
Packing Company 
(Nellie Juan Can- 
nery). In this contract, 
no specific number of 
workers is specified, 


continued on page 57 


wan nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nn South of 50° 


EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Our thanks to out to Kaye Dethridge and Irene Shuler 
for this month’s lead article. I know it will stir a bit of 
controversy. 


The circumstantial evidence that Kaye and Irene pro- 
vide is compelling. One can only hope that further re- 
search will pin this down positively. 


Ihave googled Sugiya & Co. in several different searches 
and it is amazing that there is no reference whatsoever 
to this company. 


You can read the tokens two ways. The first is “Sugiya 
& Co., Contractors for Salmon Packers.” This is Kaye’s 
and Irene’s reading. The second way would be “Con- 
tractors for Sugiya & Co., Salmon Packers.” This sec- 
ond reading makes Sugiya & Co. the salmon packer, 
and the issuer an unknown entity. I tend to agree with 
the author’s interpretation. 


Ihave to think that buried in some archive, there is some 
reference to Sugiya & Co. that will solve this mystery. 


Thanks also to David Phillips for another installment to 
“Money to Burn.” We have a few more from David 
that we will be running over the next few issues. 


See you (?) in Boston at the ANA in August! 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, published 
10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare Coins. All 
articles remain the property of the authors and may not be 
reprinted without their consent. 

Alaska Rare Coins,P.O. Box 72832, Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 
(907) 452-6461 akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 
Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 
Canadian Correspondent - vacant 
Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 


Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States - $20 per year 
Canada - $25 per year 
Elsewhere - $35 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
1 page - $15 1/2 page-$8 1/4 page - $5 


1/8 page (business card size) - $15 for 5 issues 
Classified ads: 20 cents per line. 
Commercial advertisers: write for rates 


PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, D.D. Club, 12'’2¢, B-1 SalI 
Bering River, Hoonah Pkg., 5¢, B-la 
Bering River, Hoonah Pkg., 25¢, B-1c 
Chichagof, C. Club, 12'4¢, B-1b 
Cleary, W&W, 25¢, B-5a 

Cordova, United Bakery, 12'2¢, B-37a 
Egegik, Nakat Pkg., 5¢, B-la 
Fairbanks, F&G, no denom., B-15a 
Fairbanks, Northern Cigar, 25¢, B-40bI 
Juneau, Mayflower, 12’2¢, B-49a 
Kodiak, Mecca Bar, $1, B-9b 

Long, Willis, 25¢, B-2a 

Palmer, ARRC, 1¢, B-la 

Palmer, ARRC, 5¢, B-1b 

Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 

Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 

Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 

Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 

Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 

Palmer, ARRC, 25¢, B-1d 

Palmer, ARRC, 50¢, B-le 

Palmer, ARRC, $1, B-1f 

Palmer, ARRC, $5, B-1g 

Palmer, ARRC, $10, B-1h 

Selavik, Rotman, 25¢, B-la 

Seward, The Palace, 12'’2¢, B-9c 
Seward, Pioneer Club, 12'’2¢, B-10alI 
Sitka, Witz, 5¢, B-17a 

Thane, AGM Club, 12%¢, B-la 
Tonsina, Nafsted, 12'2¢, B-la 

Valdez, CBB, 12'2¢ Trade Check, B-4a 
Valdez, CBB, 12'2¢, B-4b 

Valdez, Day, 12'2¢, B-5b 

Valdez, The Fairbanks, 6'4¢, B-6a 
Whitehorse, Yukon, TDP, $10, B-7e 
Whitehorse, Yukon, TDP, $20, B-7f 
AYPE, % DWT 

Alaska Gold, 1 Pinch,1897, round 
AYPE, encased cent, chamber pot 
AYPE, encased cent, round 

AYPE, large bronze award medal 


AK Statehood, Heraldic Art in gold, NGC-67 


Rainer, Alaska’s Beer encased cent 
Rubles to Statehood, book 
Rubles to Statehood, book 


OB95.00NB 
113.50 
154.37 

26.00 
40.000B 
202.50 
152.50 
152.50 

OB49.99NB 

202.50 

13.50 
OB45.00NB 
37.00 

41.00 
BIN89.95DNS 

OB45.99NB 

OB45.99NB 

OB45.99NB 

39.00 
76.79 
86.68 
89.00 
179.26 
179.26 
35.000B 

OB40.00NB 

OB120.00NB 
65.00 

33.88 

52.01 

BIN85.00 

34.99 

406.00 
295.000B 
17.93 

25.000B 
157.50 
BIN240.00DNS 
87.89 

42.59 

77.00 
2,650.00 
37.75 
OB39.99NB 
60.95 


OB = Opening Bid NB=NoBid RL=relist R= Reserve 
RNM = Reserve Not Met W= withdrawn BIN = Buy it now 


DNS = Did Not Sell 
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FTR = see For the Record 


SUGIYA & CO., con. 


just that the contractor was to supply enough men 
to do the work satisfactorily, with penalties if there 
weren’t enough men to handle the pack. 


The contractors were mostly located in San Fran- 
cisco, Portland, and Seattle. Most of the workers 
and supplies were located in these cities also. Nor- 
mally, the canner was responsible only for provid- 
ing the crew’s transportation to Alaska and back, 
their living quarters at the cannery site, and heat- 
ing and cooking fuel. The contractor was respon- 
sible for recruiting a crew, negotiating wages, mak- 
ing travel arrangements and paying the crew mem- 
bers at the end of the season. The workers were 
employees of the contractor. In the early period the 
negotiations were based on a price of between forty 
and fifty-five cents for a case of forty-eight 1-lb. 
cans of salmon. 


Many contractors did not last long as it took great 
skill in negotiating with the canners and the mem- 
bers of their own ethnic group. Perhaps one of the 
best known and well liked contractors was Goon 
Dip of Seattle, an entrepreneur first class. In addi- 
tion to contracting with the canners, he ran a 
Seattle hotel, and was developer of the Chinese 
Village at the A.Y.P.E. Even a mountain and river 
in the Chichagof mine area in Southeast Alaska 
are named for him. 


While reading an article entitled Asian Labor Con- 
tractors in the Alaskan Canned Salmon Industry: 
1880-1937, by Jack Masson and Donald Guimary, 
two names stood out for me: Pedro Santos and 
Kushi Co. These two are known for having had 
tokens for their businesses in Ketchikan. It appears 
both of these people might have had businesses 
other than contracting. Also on page 390 of this 
same article it mentions tokens and I will quote 
“Several contractors had tokens struck which cir- 
culated as currency among the cannery workers but 
could only be used to buy goods out of the 
contractor’s stores”. 


An article of interest from The Salt Lake Tribune 
Friday Morning October 10, 1902: 


“Jap slays countryman. Murderer is brought to San 
Francisco from Alaska. 


aT 


San Francisco Oct. 9, - I. Sugiya, a Japanese, has 
arrived here on the bark B. P. Cheney, in custody 
from Naknek, Alaska, charged with the murder of 
a Japanese by the name of Machesheta on July 29th 
last. Sugiya was employed by the Alaska Packers 
Association in a cannery at Naknek river, Alaska, 
and in a quarrel he drew a revolver and shot 
Machesheta through the heart. The crime was com- 
mitted, Sugiya claims, in self-defense”. 


Of course, we don’t know if this is the same Sugtya. 
It does, however, establish that there was a person 
named Sugiya associated with an Alaska cannery. 
This doesn’t prove anything about the token, but it 
is always fun to speculate. We are not finished with 
this inquiry. The quest continues. We’ll keep you 
informed. 
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A LITTLE INCONSISTENCY 


We recently purchased four North Slope/Valdez 
Alaska Pipeline medals. When standing them on 
edge I noticed that two were noticeably larger in 
diameter than the other two. You must keep in mind 
that noticeably larger really is not much. But it was 
more than I would expect. The specifications on 
the medal are below. 


Diameter Thickness Weight 
#1 40.64mm 2.09mm 21.4g 
#2 40.67mm 2.07mm 21,3 
#3 40.01mm 2.57mm 21.6g 
#4 40.02mm 2.60mm Zl,/¢ 


Three others in stock seem to match the smaller 
diameter. 


MONEY TO 
BURN 


by David Phillips 


During an Alaskan cruise in June of 2010, the ship 
stopped in the town of Skagway. One of the shore ex- 
cursions offered (and which my wife and I took) was to 
“Liarsville.” 


We were taken by bus from the cruise ship dock to a 
wooded location about one mile east of Skagway. We 
were told this area, in 1898-1899, was filled with tents 
occupied by gold rush stampeders, whilst they gathered 
supplies and their strength before tackling either the 
Chilkoot or White Passes on the way to the “fabulous 
gold fields of the Klondike.” 


Amongst the residents of this tent city were reporters 
sent by major newspapers of the day. The reporters were 
to participate in the typical activities of a “stampeder” 
and write about “how it was.” The reporters soon found 
out the activities were very hard work, dangerous, time 
consuming and often poorly rewarded, so tended to stay 
put in the tent camp and wrote glowing and fictitious 
accounts of how easy it was to get to the gold fields and 
to find gold. 


FROM OUR READERS 


John Kallman writes: 


I recently returned from the annual convention for ca- 
sino collectors held in (of all places) Las Vegas, Ne- 
vada where I picked up the following poker chip. 


If there was one color (this chip is blue on white), then 
I figured that perhaps there were other colors. The 
records for the company that made this chip are now on 
line, and two other colors are known - red and blue. 


The genuine stampeders soon realized they were being 
told a pack of lies, and named the area where the report- 
ers hung out Liarsville!! 


The reporters and their newspapers were seemingly 
keeping to an old reporting adage, eg: “Never let the 
truth stand in the way of a good story.” 


This wood is one of the souvenir items available in the 
Liarsville gift shop (seasonally only). 


Ed. Note: Now this begs the question: is the story the 
tour company fed David fact, or is it fiction? After all, 
it does make a good story! 


The best, first hand account that I have read is Tappan 
Adney’s “Klondike Stampede,” available in large pa- 
perback from Alaska Rare Coins for $25.95 plus $6.05 
postage and handling in a priority flat rate box ($32.00 
total). 


A similar chip from Eielson Civilian Club also exists 
(same mold) in a variety of colors - red, dark blue, green 
and yellow. 


These chips were produced by Taylor and Company of 
Chicago. They were the second most prolific supplier 
of chips to illegal clubs. Records of this and other com- 
panies that manufactured chips, dice and other related 
items can be found at: 


http://www. preservinggaminghistory.com 
I would like to purchase one (or more) of any of these 
chips, and if any readers have chips, but do not desire to 


sell them, then a scan would be greatly appreciated. 


John Kallman, P.O. Box 122, Sartell, MN 56377. 
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NOTES ON RUSSIAN 


AMERICA 


PART I: NOVO-ARKHANGED’SK 
by Kiril Timofeevich Khlebnikov 
Compiled, with introduction and commentaries by 
Svetlana G. Fedorova 
Translated by Serge LeComte and Richard Pierce 
The Limestone Press 
1994 


In this issue, we will begin quoting passages relevant to the 
“seal skin” notes issued by the Russian America Company. 
The commentaries are longer and much more detailed than 
the original text that is being commented upon. 


Page 36: 
C. Useful changes introduced by Mr. Hagemeister and his 
successor (Mr. Ianovskii). 


2. From this time (20 February 1818) paper tokens came 
into general use and the practice of using notes for goods 
issued from the store on credit was stopped; instead, even 
salaried employees received tokens from the cashiers office 
every month and used them to buy items needed. In dispatch 
No. 177 Mr. Hagemeister ordered the following: any em- 
ployee of the company owing money would have one-third 
of his pay withheld and be allowed to keep two-thirds to live 
on. The cashier of the store observed this regulation. 


Commentary: 


Until April 1803, as long as labor compensation in the Rus- 
sian colonies in America was made in half-shares (that is, in 
furs), the Main Office of the Russian-American Company 
had no need to worry about delivery of “hard currency” 
[coins] to the colonies from Russia or to invent its own mon- 
etary system. With the abolition of “half-shares” and intro- 
duction of wages (in April 1803) at a time when the com- 
pany did not have its own monetary symbols, the currency 
consisted of “notes” issued by the chief manager and locally 
by the local office manager against which the company stores 
issued goods. Large-scale mercantile deals between colo- 
nists most often were formulated by notes (which later on 
were honored in the company offices in Okhotsk or St. Pe- 
tersburg), or at a later time, by means of credit notes, which 
were honored by the company commissioners on return of 
the holder to Russia. However, there can be no doubt that 
the Russian “hard currency,” along with paper money 
[assignatsii| was brought by the colonists to Russian America. 
This is supported by G.I. Davydov’s notes about his voyages 
in 1802-1803 in the Kuril Islands: A small baidarka came to 
the vessel with five Kuril islanders. “They all spoke Rus- 
sian, and the one who came aboard gave us a fox fur and 
asked us to sell him powder and that we told him that we 
could not sell him anything, but we would give him three 


pounds of powder, two pounds of tobacco, several biscuits, 
and each of them a glass of vodka. The Kuril islander asked 
if we would give him all these things for ten rubles, and he 
showed us a note for that amount. We asked him how he had 
come by our currency, and told us that each year Russians 
would come to his island from Kamchatka to collect iasak 
and to barter for animal pelts... The islanders who came out 
to us lived on Paramushir.” While at Fort Ross in June 1824, 
K.T. Khlebnikov gave the assistant of the office P.I. Shelikov, 
the following written notification: “As ordered by Mr. Chief 
Manager [M.I. Murav’ ev], I request that you turn over to me 
all sums subscribed for construction of the chapel [at Fort 
Ross], with an extract from the book as to how much has 
been subscribed and by whom. This sum went directly to Mr. 
Chief Manager and the Ross office will eventually receive 
information about where by his order it is to go. In response 
to this memorandum the Ross office has presented me with a 
list of contributors of the following sum: 


r. k. 
42 Dutch 10 Ruble coins* 420 
122.64 Spanish piasters 614 06 
Russian silver 2 80 
copper coins 11 14 
Russian-American Co. tokens 1,573. 00 
Total 2,621 


*(ed. note: These would be 10 Guilder gold coins of the Neth- 
erlands, equivalent to a 10 Ruble gold coin). 


Recent archaeological finds at Fort Ross confirm that Rus- 
sian “hard currency” circulated in the Russian colonies in 
America long with the Russian-American Company tokens. 
In 1979 the author of these lines acquired in the souvenir 
shop of the Fort Ross museum a reproduction of such a find 
- a copper five-kopek “Siberian coin” with the monogram of 
Catherine II (on the obverse side) and a Siberian crest (on 
the reverse). The copy (probably cast) is in appearance very 
old, as ifit went through many hands, with dents and scratches. 
However, in order to inform the owner of the coin that his 
possession is a new creation, the inscription “Fort Ross” ap- 
pears in relief under the Siberian crest on the reverse side of 
the coin. The text on the accompanying label makes it evi- 
dent that not long ago in those same places still another was 
discovered, this time a silver 10-kopek “Siberian coin.” From 
1763 to 1781 the Kolyvan mint (at Nizhne Suzunsk) minted 
a special series of “Siberian coins” worth from a quarter ko- 
pek [polushka] to 10 kopeks, made of ore, which contained 
only a small amount of silver (and sometimes gold), but this 
amount was so insignificant that it was decided to mint “Si- 
berian coins” of all denominations from silvery copper. From 
1781 to 1847 they minted just ordinary copper coins. 


Ed. Note: Siberian silver 10 Kopeks were minted only in 
1764 and are considered patterns. It is unlikely that one of 
these was found at Fort Ross. More likely, it was a normal 
Russian 10 Kopeks. 
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FOR THE RECORD 


AMERICAN 2 
LEGION GOOD FO 


SPENARD 


ONE 

POST #28 ) 

\ ANCHORAGE BRINK Jj 
— 


— 


ANCHORAGE: American Legion, Spenard Post 28, 4 

good for one drink. Black on white plastic, 28mm (sub- ANCHORAGE: Chilkoot Charlie’s, Cracker & Camper 

mitted by Kurtis Hawk). Van Beethoven, 2/9/06. Silver and white on red poker 
si chip, 40mm. Originally used as an admission ticket, 

now used as a $5 drink token (submitted by Ken Rieck). 


ANCHORAGE: American Legion, Spenard Post 28, 
good for one drink. Aluminum, 32mm (submitted by 
Kurtis Hawk). 


ANCHORAGE: Petroleum Club of Anchorage, PCA, 
2000. Approximately 39mm, copper nickel. 


ANCHORAGE: American Legion, Muldoon Post 29, 
1987. Blue, green and red aluminum, 32mm (submit- 


ted by Kurtis Hawk). COOPER LANDING: Sunrise Inn, good for one drink. 
—_— White on green plastic, 39mm (submitted by Ken Rieck). 


ANCHORAGE: Anchorage Museum at Rasmusson 

Center, 2009. 50th Anniversary of Alaska statehood. 

One ounce silver with gold relief (submitted by Kurtis 

Hawk). FAIRBANKS: Ivory Jack’s, have one on Joni. Black 
on green card stock, 75mm by 50mm (submitted by Ken 
Rieck). 
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FOX: El Dorado Gold Mine, one ounce silver. Surpris- 
ingly, we have never seen this piece! See last month’s 
issue for information on (Little) El Dorado. 


Ss yn 
A 


RED DOG ( ALASKA'S \ 

SALOON — | 
ay Nineties 

GOOD 4-} Saloon 


DRINK 
A 


(JUNEAU): Red Dog Saloon, Good 4-1 Drink, Alaska’s 
Fabulous Gay Nineties Saloon. Gold on white plastic 
(submitted by Kurtis Hawk). 


KUPARUK 
_FIELD 


| ConocoPhillips 


BILLION 
BARRELS 


JULY 19, 2005 


KUPARUK FIELD: Conoco Philips, 2 Billion Bar- 
rels. One ounce silver. 50mm by 29mm. 


(NORTHERN COMMERCIAL CO.): N.C. CO, $1, 
all incuse. Copper or brass, 32.5mm (submitted by Len 
Buth). 


ALASKA: Alaska Judo. Appears bronze, approxi- 
mately 46mm diameter (shown reduced size). 


CELMRANING RIAL YEA 
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ALASKA: Tesoro Iron Dog, Gold Rush Classic, 25th 
Anniversary, 2006. One ounce silver (submitted by 
Kurtis Hawk). 


ALASKA: The Admiral Line, P.A.N. Co. Watch Fob. 
Compliments of Pacific Alaska Navigation Co., Puget 
Sound California Route, Puget Sound Alaska Route. 
Red, white and blue enamel on silver colored metal. 
Size unknown. 


Collector wishes to buy needed Yukon tokens and 
exonumia. Please advise what you may have and 
price to: Len Buth, P.O. Box 28012, Oakridge P.O., 
1201 Oxford St. W., London, Ontario, Canada N6H 
5E1 or Ibuth@webmanager.on.ca #10/10 


ALASKA 1 OZ. SILVER - $25 each! pene" 


My latest project - a one ounce silver medal good for 
$25 in trade. These are struck using the “Alaska Rare 
Coins” die that I use for our one ounce gold tokens. 
The trade value expires on 1/1/11, but they will always 
be silver. These are 32mm in diameter, almost 4mm 
thick, and they are edge numbered. All have minor sur- 
face imperfections as I fabricate the blanks from other 
.999 medals. Generally these are depressions in the sur- 
face of the silver occurring in the pouring of the silver 
ingot from which the blanks are made. 


Four Alaska Mint medals: 1994 gold panner with nugget; 1995 gold panner without nugget: undated gold 
panner with nugget; and 1993 official state medal with the wolf. All have the state seal on the reverse. 


ONE OUNCE SILVER MEDAL WITH STATE 
QUARTER 


Our new silver medal features the Alaska state quarter. 
The quarter is set into a depression in the medal and 
super glued in place. 


It carries the legend “49th State” and “The Last Fron- 
tier.” The reverse is our standard Denali “Great Land” 
die. 


—*> RWW, . 


We have made 200 of these. The second 100 have not 
been modified from the first. 


Price is $30 per medal, and $5 for postage and han- 
dling per order. 


Also available: Our one ounce silver “Moose” medal. 
These are also priced at $30 plus $5 for postage and 
handling. 


NOTE: Only one $5 shipping and handling charge 
per order. Order | item or many, pay only $5 for post- 
age. 
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ALASKA AND YUKON TOKENS 


ALASKA 


YUKON 


Let’s not forget that the third edition of Ron Benice’s 
Alaska and Yukon tokens is available. Price is $46 post- 
paid in the US and $52 postpaid to Canada. 


Order all four books on this page and deduct $14 (excess postage). 


TWO 


Se ~ 


Ay 


RE PUBLICATIONS! 
f hep 


} NIXOL NY) 


“Alaska & Yukon Stocks and 
Bonds” by Dick Hanscom, 2002. 
344 pages, 8’2 by 11 inches, color 
covers, softbound. Over 700 list- 
ings and 500 photos. $16 post- 
paid. 


ISILYWSIWIIN 


“Alaskan Token Collector & 
Polar Numismatist,” 3rd ten year 
volume, 1999-2008. Cloth 
bound, 8% by 11 inches. So huge 
we did not even try to count the 
pages (about 2'% inches thick). 
$195 postpaid. 


2nd EDITION NOW AVAILABLE 


We know you have been anxiously 
awaiting the second edition of “Strik- 
ing Gold in Alaska.” There are 13 
more pages. The sections on the drop 
hammer and screw press are greatly 
expanded. New sections include A 
Little Physics, X-Ray Fluorescence 
and current mintages. There is infor- 
mation that has not appeared in this 
newsletter. 


The price to first time buyers is $14 
postpaid. If you purchased the first 
edition (we know who you are and we 


STRIKING GOLD 
IN ALASKA 


Making tokens from placer gold 


hammer. Fortunately, a 3 pound hammer is all it tak 
his tokens. 


Now, armed with a drop hammer and screw press, he is surely a 
danger to himself, 


know where you live), you can up- 
grade for only $8 postpaid. 


Dick Hanscom 
2nd Edition 
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